
 
 

 
 

     Telstra Corporation Limited 
      ACN 051 775 556 

      ABN 33 051 775 556 

 
13 August 2015 
 
 
The Manager 
 
Company Announcements Office 
Australian Securities Exchange 
4th Floor, 20 Bridge Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

 
Office of the Company Secretary 
 
Level 41 
242 Exhibition Street 
MELBOURNE VIC 3000 
AUSTRALIA 
 
General Enquiries 08 8308 1721 
Facsimile 03 9632 3215 
 
 

 
 
 
 
ELECTRONIC LODGEMENT 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam 
 
Trae Vassallo nominated to join Telstra Board; Geoffrey Cousins and John Zeglis to retire at 
Annual General Meeting 
 
In accordance with the Listing Rules, I attach a copy of an announcement, for release to the market. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Damien Coleman 
Company Secretary 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Follow Telstra online: 

 Blog exchange.telstra.com |  www.facebook.com/telstra |  www.twitter.com/telstra_news |  www.youtube.com/telstracorp  

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

 
Trae Vassallo nominated to join Telstra Board; Geoffrey Cousins and 
John Zeglis to retire at Annual General Meeting 
 
13 August 2015 – The Telstra Board today announced it would nominate US-based technology executive, 
investor and advisor Traci ‘Trae’ Vassallo, 43, for election as a non-executive Director at Telstra’s Annual 
General Meeting in October.   
 
Telstra Directors Geoffrey Cousins AM and John Zeglis have also announced their intention to retire at 
Telstra’s annual general meeting on 13 October after each completed three three-year terms. Both Directors 
joined in 2006, with Mr Zeglis chairing the Board’s Technology Committee from 2009 to 2012, and Mr 
Cousins serving on the Remuneration and Nomination Committees since 2007. 
 
Telstra Chairman Catherine Livingstone AO said Mr Cousins and Mr Zeglis had played a significant role in 
helping to oversee the evolution of Telstra through a period of substantial change in the telecommunications 
industry. Ms Livingstone said the Board would miss their contribution and wished them well for the future.  
 
Ms Vassallo is a strategic advisor and former general partner at Californian venture capital firm Kleiner 
Perkins Caufield & Byers (KPCB) and holds 13 patents across various technologies and disciplines. 
 
Ms Livingstone said Ms Vassallo was a strong candidate who, given her experience in a range of sectors and 
technologies of strategic interest, would make an immediate contribution to the Telstra Board if her 
nomination was supported by shareholders.  
 
“We are pleased that Trae is able to commit her time and energy to Telstra, given her wide range of expertise 
and global perspective on many of the opportunities and challenges we are contemplating as an 
organisation,” Ms Livingstone said. 
 
During her time at KPCB, Ms Vassallo played a leading role in KPCB’s investments in successful companies 
including Nest Labs (acquired by Google), Dropcam (acquired by Google) and Opower.  She is a Director of 
Enlighted Inc., which provides smart energy efficiency solutions, and serves on the advisory board of 
TrialReach, a technology company supporting awareness and participation in medical research. 
 
Ms Vassallo was a co-founder of Good Technology which provides end-to-end wireless email services to 
enterprise customers.  Ms Vassallo began her career at IDEO, where she developed groundbreaking 
products for companies including Palm and Dell.  She holds Master and Bachelor of Science degrees, 
majoring in Mechanical Engineering, and a Master of Business Administration from Stanford University. 
 
Ms Vassallo will stand for election by shareholders at Telstra’s annual general meeting on 13 October and if 
elected, will join the Board from the end of the AGM.  Mr Cousins and Mr Zeglis will remain Directors until that 
time.  Russell Higgins AO, Steve Vamos and Margaret Seale will stand for re-election, each with the support 
of the remainder of the Board. 
 
Following the AGM, subject to Ms Vassallo’s appointment and re-election of Mr Higgins, Mr Vamos and Ms 
Seale, the Telstra Board will comprise ten Directors: Chairman Catherine Livingstone AO, CEO Andrew Penn 
and directors Peter Hearl, Russell Higgins AO, Chin Hu Lim, John Mullen, Nora Scheinkestel, Margaret 
Seale, Steven Vamos and Trae Vassallo.   
 
Media contact: Jason Laird  +61 (0) 488 126823 
Email: media@team.telstra.com 
www.telstra.com.au/abouttelstra/media-centre/  
Reference: 130/2015 
Note:  A hi-res picture of Trae Vassallo will be available at http://www.telstra.com.au/abouttelstra/company-
overview/executives-directors/ 
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